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as well as the British army, from what I can get; and if I fail, God will,
I hope, have mercy upon me, for nobody else will.1
But the Commander-in-Chief had expected abuse, and he
accepted it as his daily portion.
During the continuance of this contest [he had written Lord Liver-
pool], which must necessarily be defensive on our part, in which there
may be no brilliant events, and in which, after all, I may fail, I shall be
most confoundedly abused, and in the end I may lose the little character
I have gained; but I should not act fairly by the Government if I did
not tell them my real opinion, which is, that they will betray the honor
and interests of the country if they do not continue their efforts in the
Peninsula, which, in my opinion, are by no means hopeless . . ,2
In spite of his intense anxiety to be true to the task entrusted
to him, and to continue the campaign, he was conscientiously
careful not to embarrass the Government in any way, and
asked only for the minimum of what he needed.
... If I can bring 30,000 effective British troops into the field [he
told John Villiers], I will fight a good batde for the possession of Por-
tugal ... I do not mean to say that more troops would not be desir-
able ; but it must be obvious to you, First, that the Government could
not give more; and if I thought 30,000 men sufficient, I should not have
acted honestly by them if I had not told them what I thought the lowest
number that could do the business . . .8
Another great source of embarrassment to the Commander-
in-CHef at this particular time (as indeed it remained during
the whole of the war) was the indiscretion of the English
newspapers.
I beg to draw your Lordship's attention [he wrote the Secretary of
State] to the frequent paragraphs in the English newspapers, describing
the position, the numbers, the objects and the means of obtaining them,
possessed by the armies in Spain and Portugal.
In some instances the English newspapers have accurately stated, not
only the regiments occupying a position, but the number of men fit
for duty of which each regiment was composed ; and this intelligence
must have reached the enemy ... at a moment at which it was most
important that he should not receive it.
The newspapers have recently published an account of the defensive
1 Dispatches, Vol V, p. 419.      2 Ibid.,, p. 310.     * Ibid., p. 412,